A Plymouth Local.
Mrs. John W. Deachman received word this week from her son, Sgt. William Deachman of the U. S. Army Air Corps, that he hoped to have a furlough soon and planned to be home sometime next month.  He has not been home in 26 months, and plans to visit his father, who is with the U. S, Seabees at Camp Parks, Calif., en route.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record  Undated.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
Transcribed and Created by Bernard L Hughes
Dad Meets Son on West Coast
After 26 Months’ Separation
Sgt. William Deachman of the U. S. Army Air Corps, who has been hospitalized the past three weeks at Hammer field in Fresno, Calif., is expected home this weekend, his first trip home in 26 months.  He has been stationed at the Airbase at Yakutat, Alaska, and was at Seattle, Washington, several weeks before transferring to Fresno.  A happy reunion was experienced while he was in Fresno, when his father, John Deachman SK1/c of the Seabees, visited him at the hospital there.  John is stationed at Camp Parks, Calif.  Waiting impatiently at home to greet him on his first furlough, besides his mother and two sisters is his little brother, Ross Varick, who will be two years old next month, and of course has never seen his big brother, Bill.
The Plymouth Record, February 10, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
Plymouth, N. H. Soldier is Home from Alaska
[image: C:\Users\Bernie\Desktop\Deachman, Wm. Jr..jpg] Plymouth, N. H. Feb. 26 — Sgt. William Deachman, who enlisted in the Army Air Forces the day after the Jap attack on Pearl Harbor is home on furlough after 18 months of service at an Alaskan air base.
The sergeant’s biggest thrill since leaving home was meeting his father for the first time in 26 months at a hospital in Fresno, Calif.  Mr. Deachman is a member of the Seabees.  The meeting was arranged by the Red Cross.
Sgt. Deachman trained at Keesler Field, Miss. and Jefferson Barracks, Mo. and was sent to Yakatuk, Alaska, six weeks after the Jap attack on Dutch Harbor.
The Plymouth Record, 1944.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.



Plymouth Boy Home from Alaska
Happy to be Back in New Hampshire
Probably one of the best sellers of the glories of New Hampshire is Sgt. William Deachman, home on furlough, after 18 months in Alaska.  “Bill” is the son of John W. Deachman SK1/c of the U. S. Seabees, stationed at Camp Parks, Calif., and Mrs. Deachman of Plymouth.  This is his first trip home in 26 months, and “Bill” said the train couldn’t carry him home quick enough.  He said if all the people to whom he has “sold” New Hampshire, visit this state after the War, we will have the greatest influx of tourists ever known to this state.
Sgt. Deachman enlisted in the U. S. Army Air Forces on December 8, 1941, the day after Pearl Harbor.  He was sent to Keesler Field, Miss., where he received his training at the Army Technical Training School for six months.
Bill wanted to fly, but because of being color blind, was turned down.  He received his advance training at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., following which he was sent to the state of Washington, July 16, 1942, about 6 weeks after the attack on Dutch Harbor, his outfit was sent to the Alaskan mainland.  He was a member of a ground crew maintenance, which serviced and repaired planes.  He states they worked 16-18 hours a day establishing defenses in preparation for an expected Japanese attack further inland in Alaska.
He left Alaska January 4, for Washington, arriving on January 12.  He was sent to a recuperation center in Fresno, Calif., where he was hospitalized three weeks prior to his return home.  While at the hospital he was delighted to receive a call from his dad, of the Seabees, whom he had not seen in over two years.  Following his furlough, Bill will report to an Army general hospital for surgical treatment.
Bill stated his outfit made a bee line for the Post Exchange upon arriving in Washington, and he drank four glasses of malted milk, the first fresh milk he had tasted in 18 months; and he can’t get enough of green vegetables, as he hadn’t seen any while he was in Alaska.
He tells of the beauties of the mountains of Alaska, and that their height makes Mt. Washington seem a mere hill, but quickly adds that he wouldn’t exchange the whole of Alaska for one corner of his native state.  In fact, Bill was so anxious to get home that he started putting on his coat when the train arrived in Meredith, and says it seemed hours coming the few remaining miles.
News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, 1944.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.










[While on this leave, Sgt. Deachman spoke at a War Bond Rally.  The following in an excerpt of the news article written about that rally.] 

[image: Japanese Attack at Dutch Harbor.jpg]Plymouth’s versatile master-of-ceremonies, Leon M. Huntress, opened the meeting by explaining the purpose of the rally, and what purchasing War Bonds meant to the purchaser as well as to his country.  He then introduced Sgt. “Bill” Deachman, home on a furlough, for the first time in 26 months, having served in Alaska since the attack on Dutch Harbor.  Bill gave the soldier’s point of view regarding the importance of War Bonds, stating that boys in the service were putting every cent they could spare into these bonds even to the point of making themselves short of cash for cigarettes, etc.  He also stressed pride in his home state, and continued that he knew New Hampshire folks would back such a worthwhile project to the limit.
[Following is something from the internet which relates to us the reason for the presence of the American troops in Alaska.  The photo below shows buildings burning after the first Japanese air attack on Dutch Harbor, June 3, 1942.]

During World War II, the Japanese seized the Aleutian Islands of Attu and Kiska, located off the tip of Alaska, in June 1942.  These islands provided the Japanese with a base from which to limit Allied air and sea operations in the North Pacific.  They attacked Dutch Harbor on the island of Unalaska on June 3rd and 4th, 1942, seeking to destroy U.S. Army and Navy operations near the city of Unalaska.  In an effort to recapture Attu and Kiska, the United States established airfields on Adak and Amchitka Islands in Aug. 1942.  Plans were made in the spring of 1943 to recapture Attu, and American and Canadian air and naval forces landed there on May 11, 1943.  The Japanese defended their position intensely, and the fighting continued until May 30, when Japan announced the loss of the island.
[image: File:DutchHarborMarines.jpg]On August 15, 1943, a powerful Allied amphibious force, including a U.S. infantry division and elements of the Royal Canadian Army, assaulted the island of Kiska, where the Japanese had developed their largest base.  To the surprise of the Allies, they found that the Japanese, under cover of heavy summer fog, had secretly evacuated the island. Kiska was declared secure, thus ending the Aleutian Islands Campaign.  During 1944, the Canadians left and U.S.  Army presence in Alaska dropped from 144,000 to 63,000 personnel.  Although interest in the Alaskan theater waned, it marked the Allies' first theater-wide victory in World War II and ended Japan's only campaign in the Western Hemisphere.  To the right we see U.S. Marines observing the battle from trench positions.


A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William J. Deachman, son of SK1/c John Deachman and Mrs. Deachman is at the Grenier Field Station Hospital in Manchester for Surgical treatment.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, Undated.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. Bill Deachman who has been a patient at Grenier Field hospital in Manchester the past few weeks, has been transferred to the Lovell General hospital at Fort Devens, Ayer, Mass.
News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, March 23, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William Deachman, who is a patient at the Lovell General Hospital in Fort Devens, Mass., enjoyed the week end at his home on Pleasant street.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, March 30, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William J. Deachman, who underwent surgical treatment last week at the Lovell General Hospital at Camp Devens, Mass. is getting along nicely.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, April 13, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William Deachman of Fort Devens, Mass., spent the week end at his parental home on Pleasant Street.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, June 1, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
S/Sgt. William J. Deachman, a patient at Lovell General Hospital at Fort Devens, Mass, following surgical treatment a few weeks ago, spent the week end at his home on Pleasant Street.
News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, May 11, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
Transcribed and Created by Bernard L Hughes
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William J. Deachman of Fort Devens, Mass., spent the weekend at his parental home on Pleasant Street.  
News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, May 18, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William J. Deachman, son of SK1/c John Deachman and Mrs. Deachman is at the Grenier Field Station Hospital in Manchester for Surgical treatment.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.

A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William J. Deachman, who underwent surgical treatment last week at the Lovell General Hospital at Camp Devens, Mass., is getting along nicely.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, April 13, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
Sgt. William Deachman of Fort Devens, Mass., spent the week end at his home on Pleasant street.
News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, June 29, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
A Plymouth Local.
 Sgt. William Deachman, who is a patient at the Lovell General Hospital in Fort Devens, Mass., enjoyed the week end at his home on Pleasant Street.

News of Our Men and Women in Uniform, The Plymouth Record, July 6, 1944, p5.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.


Katherine Virginia Deachman of Ellsworth
 Katherine Virginia (Kane) Deachman, wife of William J. Deachman III, of Ellsworth died on Friday, April 24 following an extended illness.
Mrs. Deachman was born December 5, 1923, the daughter of Walter and Katherine (Murphy) Kane in Winchester, Massachusetts.  She was a graduate of Clark University and started her teaching career at Plymouth High School in 1945.  She has attended most of the reunions of the class of 1945.  She later taught in Grafton, Massachusetts and after her marriage while they had lived in California, in Whittier, California.  Attorney and Mrs. Deachman lived in the Washington, D. C. area for many years and more recently in Ashland, Concord and Ellsworth.  She taught for awhile in the Franklin and Ashland schools.
Besides her husband, Bill, she leaves a daughter and son –in-law, Mary and Steve Hiltz of Ashland and her son Thomas A. Deachman who is a student at PSC, and a brother, Robert Kane of Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania.
A mass of Christian Burial was held at the Methodist Church on Monday, April 27 with Father Paul Sevens  and Rev. Roger Pike Cleveland officiating.
Bearers were James E. Currie and William Foster of Plymouth; Ralph Webster of Ellsworth; Atty. Dale Fawley Tilton of Concord; Hon. Louis C. Wyman of Manchester and Herbert W. Ash of Campton.
Committal will be in the family lot in Woodstock at the family’s convenience.  Mayhew Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements.
The Plymouth Record, April 24, 1980.
Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.
	

Final Rites Held for William Deachman III
Former U. S. Attorney
[image: C:\Users\Bernie\Desktop\Deachman, William J. Son.jpg]William J. Deachman III of West Campton died at his summer cottage in Cape Tomentine, New Brunswick on September 2 following a massive heart attack.
He was born in Woodstock on August 2, 1923, the son of W. John and H. Annie (Griffin) Deachman.  The family moved to Plymouth when he was four and resided in Plymouth for 50 years.  Bill graduated from Plymouth High School Class of 1941 where he played football and was a delegate to Boys State.  Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, he joined the Army Air Force in December and served in the Alaskan Theatre of Operations.
After the war he attended Plymouth State College, UNH and the University of Southern California.  While in California he worked as an investigator for Lloyd’s of London and for three years in the Criminal Division of the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Office.  With his wife, Katherine V. (Kane) (who died in 1981), Bill returned to the East Coast and earned his law degree from B. U. School of Law in 1954.
He established a practice in Ashland where he was active in civic affairs, serving on the Board of Directors of Sceva Speare memorial Hospital and as the representative from the town to the Constitutional Convention in 1956.
Bill was appointed Assistant Attorney General under Louis C. Wyman in 1956.  During his two-year tenure there, he handled criminal prosecutions and help in the compilation and drafting of the first N.H. Law Enforcement Manual.
In 1957 he joined Senator Styles Bridges’ staff in Washington, D. C. as legislative assistant.  In 1959 he was appointed Minority Counsel to Republican members of the National Aeronautical and Space Administration (NASA) Committee of the U. S. Senate of which Senator Margaret Chase Smith was Chairman.  He would later accompany her through New Hampshire during her bid for the Republican nomination for President in 1964.
He returned to New Hampshire (Ellsworth) in 1966 to serve as Grafton County Attorney for two years.  Following service as Counsel for Legislative Services in Concord, the then Governor Walter Peterson appointed him in 1971 as a member of the N.H. Commission on Eminent Domain.  In May 1973 he was appointed by President Richard Nixon as United States Attorney for the District of New Hampshire, a position he held until August 1977.
At the time of his retirement two years ago, he was a Prosecutor for the New Hampshire Department of Employment Security.
An avid sportsman, Bill was a lifetime member of the Pemi Valley Fish and Game Club of Plymouth.  Bill lived on Ellsworth Road in West Campton with his wife, Lola (Merrill).
He was a 30-year member of Mt. Prospect Lodge AF and AM and was a member of the VFW Post 4483 of Plymouth.
In addition to his widow, he is survived by a daughter Mary Hiltz and son Thomas A. Deachman both of Concord; a brother Ross V. Deachman of Holderness and two sisters, Virginia Dearborn of Campton and Priscilla Brox of Meredith; nieces and nephews and cousins.
Services were held at the Plymouth Methodist Church on Sunday at 2 p.m.  The Reverend Roger Cleveland of Saint John’s Chapel in Ellsworth officiated.  Pall Bearers were Louis C. Wyman of Manchester, Marshall Clayton of Plymouth, Howard F. Minnon of Ellsworth, Bing Rogers of Campton, Dale Townley-Tilson of Concord and Robert Woods of Ottawa, Ontario.  A Masonic service was held at 7:30 at Mayhew Funeral Home, Langdon Street, Plymouth, which was in charge of arrangements.

Courtesy of the Plymouth Historical Society Museum Collection.

Plymouth Veteran to be Buried
at National Cemetery
[image: C:\Users\Bernie\Desktop\Deachman, William, SK1c.jpg]Military rites will be held for W. John Deachman SK1/c of Plymouth at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va., on Friday, March 25 at 2 o’clock.  Notice was received last week by his family from Col. Williamson, Officer in Charge from Fort Myer, Va.
Mr. Deachman died August 12, 1944 in Hawaii while in the service of his country.  His body was recently removed from the Halawn Cemetery in Aiea, Hawaii and brought to this country for the burial in the National Cemetery.  He had served in both World Wars.
Mr. Deachman was born December 13, 1897 in Harrisville, N. Y., the son of Mr. and Mrs. William J. Deachman of North Woodstock.  He attended schools in New York and North Woodstock.  He was an employee at the Parke-Young Company in Lincoln and was later station agent at Lincoln and North Woodstock.  He enlisted in the Navy April 17, 1917, in which he served 2½ years and saw active service in World War I.
He married Miss H. Annie Griffin of Plymouth, May 18, 1921, in Plymouth.  Four children were born to them, William J. Deachman III, veteran of World War II, Virginia, Priscilla and Ross.
After World War I he became associated with the Ayer Insurance Agency.  He then became a partner in the insurance firm of Gammons & Deachman, and later formed an insurance company of his own.  Later he became employed by the Parker-Young Company in Lincoln, and at the time of his second enlistment in the Navy in June 1942, he was employed at the Draper Corporation at Beebe River.  He received his boot training t Camp Peary, Va. and was transferred to Camp Endicott, Davisville, R. I.  He was then sent to Camp Parks, Cal.  He was sent overseas in February 1944, serving in the Seabees.
He was a member of the American Legion Post in Plymouth, Past Commander of the Lincoln Legion Post, and Parker Lodge No. 97, F. & A. M., of Lincoln.  Memorial services were held for Mr. Deachman August 19, 1944 at the Plymouth Congregational Church.
Survivors include his wife, Mrs. Annie Deachman of Plymouth; two sons, William J. Deachman III, of Los Angeles, Calif., and Ross Deachman of Plymouth, two daughters, Mrs. Virginia Dearborn of Beebe River and Miss Priscilla Deachman of Hanover; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Deachman, Sr. of North Woodstock, one sister, Mrs. Myn Welch of Plymouth; three brothers, Garfield Deachman of Brooklyn, N. Y., Kenneth Deachman, Van Nuys, California, and Adelbert Deachman of North Woodstock, and several more distant relatives.
The Plymouth Record, March 24, 1949, p1.
Transcribed and Created by Bernard L Hughes

[image: http://mysite.verizon.net/vzeo0pwz/sitebuildercontent/sitebuilderpictures/cblogoww2.jpg][The Seabees, or SeaBees, are the Construction Battalions (CBs) of the United States Navy  The Seabees have a history of building bases, bulldozing and paving thousands of miles of roadway and airstrips, and accomplishing myriad other construction projects in a wide variety of military theatres dating back to World War II.  December 1941, with U.S. involvement in war soon expected on both oceans, Rear Admiral Ben Moreell, Chief of the Navy's Bureau of Yards and Docks, recommended establishing Naval Construction Battalions at a newly constructed base at Davisville, Rhode Island (part of North Kingstown).  With the attack on Pearl Harbor and the U.S. entrance into the war, he was given the go-ahead.  The Davisville Advanced Base depot became operational in June, 1942.  Camp Thomas, a personnel-receiving station on the base, was established in October of that year.  It eventually contained 500 Quonset huts for personnel.  On August 11, 1942, the Naval Construction Training Center, known as Camp Endicott, was commissioned at Davisville.  The Camp trained over 100,000 Seabees during the Second World War.
In California in May 1942, a base for supporting the Naval Construction Force was established at Port Hueneme in Ventura County.  This base became responsible for shipping massive amounts of equipment and material to the efforts in the Pacific.
The earliest Seabees were recruited from the civilian construction trades and were placed under the leadership of the Navy's Civil Engineer Corps.  Because of the emphasis on experience and skill rather than physical standards, the average age of Seabees during the early days of the war was 37.
More than 325,000 men served with the Seabees in World War II, fighting and building on six continents and more than 300 islands.  In the Pacific, where most of the construction work was needed, the Seabees landed soon after the Marines and built major airstrips, bridges, roads, gasoline storage tanks, and Quonset huts for warehouses, hospitals, and housing.
The Seabees were officially organized in the Naval Reserve on December 31, 1947.
With the general demobilization following the war, the Construction Battalions were reduced to 3,300 men on active duty by 1950.  Between 1949 and 1953, Naval Construction Battalions were organized into two types of units: Amphibious Construction Battalions (NACBs) and Naval Mobile Construction Battalions (NMCBs).]
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